Longitudinal epidemiological survey on hepatitis B-antigen carriers among institutionalized juvenile diabetics.
An epidemiological study was carried out in a juvenile diabetics institution, in order to determine the incidence and the significance of the hepatitis associated Australia antigen (HBAg) carriers. By means of counterelectrophoresis and CF an average of 15% HBAg-positive individuals was found during the course of the search (June 1970-January 1973). As a rule the carrier state appeared to be longlasting and it was only occasionally associated with symptoms and/or signs of liver involvement. Isolation measures to inhibit spread of serum hepatitis (the hepatitis most associated with HBAg) failed partially to prevent the spread of the HBAg associated agent suggesting that nonparenteral transmission could play a role in the diffusion of the infection.